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Dear Sir: 



Transmitted herewith is an Information Disclosure Statement disclosing information 
which has come to the attention of applicant and/or his attorneys and is being submitted so as to 
comply with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(b), the enclosed Statement is being filed within three (3) months of the filing date of the 
above-identified application or before the mailing date of a first Action on the merits. 

Neither applicant nor his attorneys make any representation that any information 
disclosed herein may be "prior art" within the meaning of that term under 35 U.S.C. § 102 or § 
103. Moreover, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97, the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made or as an admission that the 



information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 
C.F.R.§ 1.56(b). 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, transmitted herewith are: 

1 . A completed copy of Form PTO/SB/08a "Information Disclosure Statement by 
Applicant" listing the patents, publications and other information being submitted for 
consideration; and 

2. A legible copy of each patent, publication and other item of information in written 
form listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08a, except for copies of U.S. patents and published 
U.S. patent applications which are not required for applications filed after June 30, 2003. 

As this application was filed after June 30, 2003, copies of the U.S. patents and published 
U.S. patent applications listed on the enclosed Form PTO/SB/08a are not required and, therefore, 
not included herewith. 

NON-ENGLISH INFORMATION 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.98, following is a concise explanation of the relevance (as it is 

presently understood by the individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) most knowledgeable 

about the content of the information), of each listed patent, publication or other information that 

is not in the English language: 

1. Japanese Patent Application No. 1 1240097 published September 7, 1999 
discloses: PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a resin product which can be manufactured 
at low costs, wherein heat distortion is reduced and designing characteristics are excellent. 
SOLUTION: A resin product comprises a body 2 composed of a synthetic resin and a different 
material part 3 using a partially different synthetic resin, wherein at least a part is surrounded by 
the body 2. The surface of the body and the different material part are adjacently arranged on the 
same plane, wherein a surface layer 4, which continuously covers them, is provided at least 
partial surfaces of the different material part and the body. The body is composed of a synthetic 
resin having a flexural modulus of 2000-4000 MPa, and a linear expansion coefficient of 3-12X 
10<-4> / deg.C. The different material part is composed of a synthetic resin having a flexural 
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modulus of 100-700 MPa, and a linear expansion coefficient of 1-lOx 10<"5> / deg.C. The 
surface layer is composed of a synthetic resin having a flexural modulus of 300-2000 MPa, and a 
linear expansion coefficient of 3-12x 10<-5> / deg.C. 

2. Japanese Patent Application No. 1 032 9631 published December 15, 1998 
discloses: PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce the manufacturing cost without requiring 
any troublesomeness or high technique for the working of a fragile part, and increase the rigidity 
of the part corresponding to the bristle part, so that the cleaving performance in expansion of an 
air bag can be ensured while satisfactorily holding the appearance design. SOLUTION: This 
panel comprises a facing layer 4A and at least a foamed resin-made cushioning layer 4B 
superposed on the reverse side thereof A facing material 4 having a fragile part 7 formed in a 
position corresponding to the expanding part of an air bag is adhesively integrated to a base 
material 6 formed by injection molding of a resin material so as to form fragile part 9 by thinning 
in a position corresponding to the expanding part of the air bag in the state where the fragile parts 
7, 9 are mutually opposed. 

3. European Patent Application No. 0 844 142 published May 27, 1998 discloses: 
The airbag cover (5) consists of a bearer (2) covered by a foam layer (3) and a covering foil (6). 
The foil tear line (1) is reinforced on both sides of the gap (7). This reinforcement may consist of 
a woven underlay. Other ways of reinforcing the cover are also possible, including the use of a 
cast resin layer, or sticking the foil directly to the bearer along the gap, or fitting a reinforcement 
to the underside of the bearer along the gap. The reinforcement may also reinforce the pivot. 

4. Japanese Patent Application No. 09002180 published January 7, 1997 discloses: 
To provide an air bag cover to facilitate formation of a break scheduled part even in a decoration 
sheet of three-layer structure having a skin layer and arranged on a core surface. Constitution: A 
folded air bad is covered with an air bag cover and a break scheduled part broken to protrude the 
air bag during expansion is formed, and comprises a core; and a decorative sheet arranged on the 
surface side of the core. The decorative sheet comprises a skin layer on the surface side of the 
decorative sheet; a barrier layer arranged on the back side of the decorative sheet and for 
protection of the skin layer during injection-molding of the core; and a foamed layer located 
between the skin layer and the barrier layer. The break scheduled part comprises a recessed part 
formed on the back side of the core; and a fixing part fixed to the skin layer with the barrier layer 
forcibly spread. 

5. German Patent Application No. 4306149 published September 1, 1994 discloses: 
A cover is described for the aperture of a chamber accommodating an air bag 3 in the region of 
the dashboard 1 of a motor vehicle. The cover 2 is composed of a frame part 8 and a lid 9. The 
frame part 8 is releasably connected to the dashboard 1, but their surfaces bear firmly against one 
another. The lid 9 is articulated to the frame part 8 by means of metal tapes 1 1 and is otherwise 
connected via predetermined breaking points 13 to the frame part 8. When the air bag 3 is 
activated, the lid 9 is pressed out of the frame part 8. The lid 9 is unable to damage the dashboard 
1 during opening. Only the frame part 8 is impaired by the lid 9 as it opens. The frame part 8 
may, however, be easily removed from the dashboard 1 and replaced by a new cover 2. This 
brings about a considerable reduction in repair costs after activation of an air bag. 
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CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) 



I hereby certify that each item of information Hsted on the enclosed Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 



Date: March 17.2005 

MADSON&METCALF 

Gateway Tower West 
15 West South Temple, Suite 900 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84101 
Telephone: 801/537-1700 



Statement. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 31,398 
Attorney for Applicant 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in confomnance 
and not considered. Include copy of this fomi with next communication to applicant. ^ Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional) . ^ See 
Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usDto.gov or MPEP 901 .04. ^ Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO 
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This collection of Information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 
hours to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this lorn and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be 
sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademari^ Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissfoner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 
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